He had been in deadly peril during the latter part of the Reign of Terror; had witnessed probably the closing scene in the lives of Robespierre, Saint-Just and Couthon, with whom that awful Reign of Terror ceased to exist. He had passed through the subsequent rule of the Directory, had witnessed the coup d'etat of the 18 Brumaire, and the successive dominations of the Consulate and the Empire which succeeded.
The evidence which is extant to prove his death in 1814 is the certificate which was issued in conformity with the law of the period when he died, the text of which, translated, is as follows:-" On the 26th of March, one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, at three o'clock in the afternoon.
"Certificate of the registry of death of Monsieur Joseph Ignace Guillotin, who died the day aforesaid, at three o'clock in the afternoon, at No. 533, rue Saint Honor6, quarter of the Tuileries, doctor of medicine, aged about seventysix years, born at Saintes, department of la Charente Inferieure, and married to dame Marie Louise Saugrain.
"Verified by us, Antoine Charles Roye, mayor of the first arrondissement of Paris, performing the duties of officer of the civil state, upon a declaration made to us by Messieurs Joseph-Raymond Plassan, printer, of the age of thirty-one years, of No. 17, rue Vaugirard, nephew of the deceased, and Augustin Pierre Rousseau, ecclesiastic, of the age of fifty-three years, residing at No. 18, rue de Foin-Saint Jacques.
"And signed by us, after having been first read.
PLASSAN, ROUSSEAU, ROYE."
Guillotin was the son of Joseph-Alexandre Guillotin, advocate, and was born at Saintes on May 28, 1738. He went through a course of preliminary study at Bordeaux, and took his degree of Master of Arts at the College of Acquitaine, on or about December 11, 1761. His early years were spent among the Jesuits, and he taught for sbme years at the Irish College of Bordeaux. In spite of the efforts made by the Jesuits (attracted, according to Dr. Achille Chereau, by his name of Ignatiuis), his inclinations led him to take up the profession of medicine, and he became a Doctor of Medicine at the College of Rheims on January 7, 1768. He then studied at the School of Medicine in Paris, preparatory to practising in the capital. Not being overburdehed with means, he applied to the Dean, Pierre Bercher, for accombmodation in one of the many small houses possessed by the old School of Medicine For the next fourteen or fifteen years his life was devoted to the practice of his profession, in which he established a reputation. It was in 1778 that he served, with five members of the Academy and three -other physicians, on the Commission on Mesmerism, and contributed not a little to the exposure of that cult and the exit of Mesmer from France.
At the outbreak of the Revolution, Guillotin adopted the new principles, and his sympathy was by no means of a passive character. His Pe'tition des Six Corps, which was extensively signed by the middle -classes of Paris, got him into trouble, and he was summoned to the Parlement of Paris in December, 1788, but was acquitted and brought -back in triumph by the people. His petition began his short political career, and at once brought him into notoriety. On April 26, 1789, the electors, under the presidency of Target, named Bailly and Guillotin -secretaries, and on May 5 he took his seat at Versailles as tenth deputy for Paris.
By the end of September, 1791, Guillotin quitted political life and resumed the exclusive practice of his profession. Before dismissing him to his comparatively private life, a short note must be given of the circumstances which led to the invention which, again to quote Carlyle, kept him from the " bosom of oblivion." On October 9, 1789, the National Assembly began a discussion upon the reform of criminal jurisprudence. The important changes which followed this discussion need not be described, save that it abolished the " question," and declared that sentence of death, without appeal, should be pronounced only on the votes of four-fifths of the presiding judges. Up to this -time, death was inflicted invariably by hanging, unless the condemned was of noble blood, When he was entitled to the questionable " privilege " *of decapitation, inflicted by means of the sword. On December 10, 1789, Guillotin propounded six articles which he had drawn up. Four ,of these proposed.
(1) Similar offences to be punished by similar punishnment, without reference to rank or condition.
(2) Offences and crimes being purely personal, the punishment should cast no slur upon the family of the criminal.
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(3) Confiscation of the goods of the condemned in no case to be pronounced.
(4) The body of an executed person to be given up to his family on demand.
These four articles only were adopted of the original six, and, in his speech, Guillotin advised that all executions should be by decapitation, and should be carried out by a " simple machine." This instrument he described, saying, " My machine acts like lightning; the head flies; the blood gushes out; the man is no longer there."
For some time Guillotin's "machine," which, it must be insisted, was suggested purely from motives of humanity, was regarded as an amiable hobby, and nothing further was done. In 1791 it was proposed to abolish the punishment of death altogether. The discussion in the National Assembly on this suggestion is remarkable chiefly for the fact that Robespierre pleaded earnestly for the absolute abolition of the death penalty in all cases, and Guillotin sat silent on his bench. The, proposition was rejected, and the method of execution was referred tothe Committee on Legislation, which recommended decapitation. To make a long story short, after much consultation between Sanson, the executioner, a German maker of musical instruments, named Schmidt, --Antoine Louis, the surgeon, and Guillotin, who was called in for thepurpose from his private retirement, the guillotine was evolved. The first instrument was made by one Guedon, a carpenter and joiner, who furnished an estimate of 5,660 livres (about £235 uls. 8d.). It was tested at Bicetre on five dead bodies on April 15, 1792. Whether Guillotin was present is doubtful. He had retired from political life, and the realisation of his " idea " had for all practical purposes been taken out of his hands, and the probability is that he kept away. The result of the trial was satisfactory, and the guillotine's first victim was Nicholas Jacques Pell6tier, executed on April 25, 1792, for a sanguinary murder and robbery. The mob testified its disapproval; like most mobs it soon veered round! The surgeon, Antoine Louis, appears to, have played the chief part in the realisation of Guillotin's " idea"; indeed, according to Duplan, it was originally called the " Petite Louison " and is still known by the name of " Louisette." It remains, therefore, to explain how it obtained the title by which it immnortalised its real originator. Guillotin and his hobby were the butt of many sarcasms, and in 1789, the year in which he propounded his suggestion, a song appeared in a Royalist sheet called Les Actes des Apotres. The subject of this song was "L'inimitable machine du Medecin Guillotin, On May 20, 1792, little more than a month after the trial of the guillotine at Bicetre, Antoine Louis fell under its knife. Guillotin, himself, became a " guspect," and narrowly escaped the same fate, but he was imprisoned at a favourable time, close to Thermidor, and the prison doors were opened for him so soon as the heads of Robespierre and his fellow-triumvirs had fallen. He lived to be President of the Comite' de Vaccine, and was respected as a benevolent physician.
